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reason the beneficial results did not come either to them or to the community. Industry must do away with the causes of this distrust if the vital national need of increased production is to be met, and the wealth produced which alone will make possible an adequate standard of living.
We cannot attain increased efficiency and increased production if we leave women workers out of the question. They represent at least twenty per cent of the gainfully employed population of the country. In some industries and communities the proportion is much higher. For them, as for all workers, there must be assured a share in the directing power of industry through industry itself and through the state, to the end that their special needs will not be neglected but will be merged into the whole common interest for which men and women must be held jointly responsible.
STANDARDS  GOVERNING  THE
EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN
IN INDUSTRY1
In peace or in war, women's work is essential to the nation. During the war the experience of all countries has shown that women were ready and able to take the places of men withdrawn for military service. So important did their work become that in Great Britain it was actually the War Department which declared that "efforts must be devoted to amplify and extend the scope of usefulness by which alone our country can hope to emerge victorious from a struggle without parallel in her long and glorious history."
The experience to which the war has drawn public attention was true before the war and will be equally true when peace is restored. Before the war the number of women gainfully employed increased in the decade before 1010 from five to eight million, of whom two million, five hundred thousand, were in manufacturing, trade, transportation or public service. Since then the indications are that in numbers and proportions, women have become increasingly important in industry.
The greater necessity for control of the standards of women's employment is due to the fact that women have been in a weaker position economically than men. Reconstruction will
1 Set by the U. S. Department of Labor in 1918.